EXTREMES MEET

before they left the hotel to know if they had seen anything
of her husband.

" Sacha is so naughty. He was supposed to be dining
here with the Minister. And not a sign of him. The
Minister is simply furious."

" Ah, these truants," Waterlow murmured to Georgia.

She looked round at him over her shoulder and said
bitterly:

" Husbands are not the only truants."

He bowed his acknowledgment of the thrust, and they
passed on to the car.

" Shall I sit in front with Arthur ? " he asked.

" Oh, I couldn't bear you not to," his hostess answered
with ironical courtesy.

After they reached the Legation, Vane-Howard went
into the Chancery to see if there were any late telegrams.
Waterlow, stayed behind in the hall to watch the arrivals,
leaving Arthur to take his wife up the curved marble
staircase, at the head of which Sir Frederic and Lady
Ovenden were receiving their guests. His reason for
doing this was not a desire to escape from Georgie's
company, but to seize an early opportunity of telling
Scrutton to keep an eye on his new under-porter, who,
though he was on duty in the gentlemen's cloakroom,
had already in a few minutes made an excuse to go along
twice to the Chancery.

u Do you want anybody ? " he asked the man sharply
when he noticed him for the third time at the entrance
of the corridor that led along to the Chancery.

" I was going to see if Mr Amberley or Mr Vane-
Howard was wanting me, Captain Waterlow," the
cadaverous young man replied greasily.

228